


Our Mission
Community Bridges empowers diverse girls 	
to become exceptional students, positive leaders 	
and healthy young women.

Programs
Jump Start Girls! ¡Adelante Niñas! Our elementary school program 	
that supports the tremendous potential of 8- to 13-year old girls by 	
focusing on team-building, critical thinking, the arts, and health to 	
develop self-confidence and self-expression.

LUNA (Luchando Unidas con Nuestras Amigas) Serves middle school 
recent immigrant, Latina girls through weekly meetings after school. LUNA 
focuses on assisting the girls’ transition into their new communities while 
celebrating their unique identity, preserving their cultural traditions, and 
embracing their bilingualism.

Dream Catchers Mentoring Program Serves 8th grade girls through 	
weekly dinner meetings with their mentors. Dream Catchers focuses on 
addressing girls’ academic, career and personal goals as they transition 	
into high school.

Glow! Ur Life. Ur World. Ur Way. Serves high school girls by providing 	
an after school environment where they can explore their identities, 	
aspirations and leadership potential in their communities. 

Community Crusaders Summer Camp An engaging summer camp 	
that provides girls with a challenging, yet safe environment where they 	
can develop self-reliance, responsibility, teamwork, and environmental 	
and community stewardship.	

Community Bridges Receives New 
Recognition for Its Work!
Chosen for inclusion in the 2008-09 Catalogue for 
Philanthropy: Greater Washington, one of only 69 
organizations selected from 230 candidates.

Awarded the Seal of Excellence by the Maryland 
Association of Nonprofit Organizations. Certification 
is bestowed only to the most well-managed and 
responsibly governed nonprofit organizations that have 
demonstrated compliance with 55 specific Standards 
for Excellence based on honesty, integrity, fairness, 
respect, trust, responsibility, and accountability.

Program 
Accomplishments
Community Bridges 
experienced many 
accomplishments this year. 
 More than 374 girls were served 
through our five programs and 
conference, a 73% increase from 	
last year.

We increased the number of schools 
in which we work from 14 to 16, 
including one school in which 90% 
of students qualify for Free and 
Reduced Meals, the federal measure 
of poverty.

Over 200 girls, boys and parents 
attended the “Step Up and Stand 
Your Ground” conference that 
addressed the topic of sexual 
harassment which nine out of 	
ten girls report experiencing in 	
their schools. 

Our programs achieved  
the following outcomes:
63% of girls demonstrated 	
increased motivation and 	
confidence to succeed in school.

52% of girls identified and 	
worked with positive academic 	
role models.

65% of girls tracked their 	
progress in achieving their goals.

42% of girls captured their 
strengthening identity and 
confidence as bilingual and/or 
multicultural girls through 	
a portfolio.

70% of girls positively resolved 
problems and worked as a team.

72% of girls planned and executed 	
a project in their local community.

66% of girls improved their ability 	
to foster and maintain healthy 
relationships. 

54% of girls captured their 
strengthening body-image and 	
self-esteem through a portfolio.

60% of girls improved their ability 
to positively cope with stress and 
emotions.

Program leaders also  
witnessed the following 
changes:
In our elementary school program, 
many of the girls expressed negative 
views about their bodies and about 
being a girl at the beginning of the 
year. The activities girls participated 
in allowed them to reflect upon their 
values leading to fewer girls reporting 
negative views about themselves. 
Also an overwhelming majority of 
girls recognized that they were not 
any less valuable than boys and also 
expressed hope for the immediate 
and long-term future

Plans for Ongoing Work  
and Expansion
Community Bridges began to 	
“…turn a critical eye this year towards 
the way staff approached meeting 
strategic outcomes, insuring 
that the process was designed to 
contribute to the empowerment of 
Community Bridges’ girls.” This was 
achieved through the reintroduction 
of popular education– a pedagogy 
based on the premise that 
marginalized groups are best able 	
to learn and develop when their lived 
experiences are used as the central 
focus for reflection and learning 
opportunities. Staff has consequently 
reflected more deeply on root issues 
that CB’s curriculum should address, 
and streamlined outcomes to focus 
more directly on these root issues.

1997
Community Bridges founded by 	
Naomi Nim and Mary Freeman.

1998
Jump Start Girls! ¡Adelante Niñas! 	
Launched at Silver Spring International 	
and Eastern Middle Schools.

1999
Washington Area Women’s Foundation 	
Leadership Award.

2000
Daily Points of Light Award for 	
commitment to youth.

2001
Three participants of Jump Start Girls! 	
¡Adelante Niñas! win school awards for 
outstanding academic achievement and 
citizenship.

2002
Jump Start Girls! ¡Adelante Niñas! begins 	
serving girls at Rolling Terrace and Oak View 
Elementary Schools.

2003
Certificate of Recognition & Appreciation 	
from Montgomery County Executive 	
Douglas M. Duncan. 

2004
Chosen for in the 2004-2005 Catalogue 	
for Philanthropy: Greater Washington

Dream Catchers, LUNA, and Outdoor 	
Adventure Summer Camp programs 	
created in response to community needs

2005
Named one of “40 for a Better Future” 	
by Washingtonian magazine. Citation 	
from Chris Van Hollen, U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Nancy Dworkin Award for Outstanding 	
Service to Youth, co-sponsored by Gazette 
Newspapers and Montgomery County 
Commission on Children & Youth

Long Branch Athletic Association 	
Community Hero Award

2006
Spirit of Giving Award from the Community 
Foundation of the National Capital Region for 
outstanding work with middle school students.

2007
Community Bridges celebrates first 	
decade of empowering young women.

Certificate of Recognition and Appreciation 	
from Montgomery County Executive Isaiah 
Leggett.

2008
Chosen for inclusion in the 	
2008-2009 Catalogue for 	
Philanthropy: Greater Washington	
	
Standards for Excellence 	
Certification through the Maryland 	
Association of Nonprofit Organizations

Citation from Chris Van Hollen, U.S. House 	
of Representatives, and from Delegate 	
Sheila Hixson, Maryland House of Delegates

Glow! Ur Life. Ur World. Ur Way. 	
High School Program created in 	
response to community needs.


